[image: image1.jpg]United
Way 4

United Way of Midland Count:




PRESS RELEASE

Available for Release on October 29, 2011
Contact:  Ann Fillmore, Executive Director or 
               Holly Miller, Communications Director (989) 631-3670


    afillmore@unitedwaymidland.org
    hollymiller@unitedwaymidland.org
The finish line is in sight for the United Way of Midland County’s Live United campaign.
MIDLAND, MI—This year’s United Way campaign invites us all to be a part of something that lives beyond today. Our community has raised $3,491,168, which represents 80% of our overall $5 million goal, with just a little over a week remaining.
“We are so fortunate to live in a community where people are committed to caring for each other and making our community the best it can be,” shared executive director Ann Fillmore. “We are counting on your help to ensure that the needs in our community continue to be met.”
Many divisions made significant progress this week. Public Service includes the City of Midland, Midland County and local universities and schools. The Midland County employees ran a successful two-week campaign, including themed gift baskets and raffles. The City utilized the Speakers Bureau, bringing in partner agency speakers to inspire their employees. The local public schools continue their ongoing support for our community as well.
This weekend launches Northwood University’s Make a Difference Week with events and programs that demonstrate their commitment to building a stronger community. The week begins with Trick or Treating in the residence halls and a Fall Season of Caring project and culminates with Saturday’s football game, where spectators are encouraged to donate canned goods.

The Retail and Service Division made great progress this week. Midland Daily News not only keeps our community informed about the incredible impacts that take place all year long, they also increased their donations by 5% this year. The Chamber of Commerce also saw significant increases in their support, increasing their contribution by 11%.
The Dine to Donate program is still underway and participating restaurants are seeing great results. Cards are still available for those who want to dine with a purpose.
Another great way for our community to support those in need is the “check off” for the United Way Fund on 2011 Michigan tax returns. Form 4642 will allow people to donate all or part of their 2011 Michigan tax refund to the United Way Fund, a fund created to help Michigan’s needy families with their most basic needs.  These funds help to provide food, clothing and shelter for Michigan’s low to moderate income families.  

United Way strives to be a solutions provider to the community and have identified three strategic focus areas—Education, Health and Self-Sufficiency. These are the building blocks for a good life: Equipping people with the tools to reach their full potential, empowering them to live independently and promoting health and healing.
One powerful tool available to our community is 2-1-1 of Northeast Michigan. As many find themselves in difficult situations, they often don’t know where to turn. By dialing 2-1-1, callers can be connected to a trained specialist who can direct them to the appropriate service or agency. Over 68% of calls last year were from those needing assistance with basic needs like housing, food, utilities and transportation. Because of our community’s generous support, over 9,100 local people were assisted through 2-1-1.

Every single one of us has something to offer to make our community a better place. Many give generously of their finances to help make a difference in the lives of others; thousands turn their passion into action by serving as a volunteer; and others speak in support of those who many not have a voice.                                   That’s what it means to be a part of this community and that’s what it means to Live United. To find out more, contact United Way at 631-3670 or online at www.liveunitedmidland.org.
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