
Hope on Wheels

Six area children will soon feel the caring power of our community, courtesy of the folks from The Dow Chemical Company and their Leadership Development Program. As part of their leadership journey, this group of more than thirty employees worked to assemble the locally-purchased bikes during a team-building and community outreach project.
“The HH Dow Academies are Dow’s flagship leadership development programs. We are thrilled to partner with United Way so that this event, which focuses on teamwork and problem solving, can serve the dual purpose of emphasizing service and the importance of supporting the communities we live in,” shared Mary Aurand, HR Leader for Leadership & Executive Training at the Dow Chemical Company.
West Midland Family Center, a United Way partner agency, identified six children that they work with who live in high-risk environments. West Midland Family Center serves area families and children in the west side of the county. They strive to enhance the quality of life individuals and families that they serve.
The children who will be receiving the bikes range in age from 6 to seventeen years old, including two girls and four boys. The recipient families face many challenges such as unemployment, homelessness and children with special needs.

“There is no way that these parents would be able to afford to buy a $70-100 bike,” shared Staci Urbani from West Midland Family Center.

Times are tough out there for so many in our community. Each and every one of us can be a part of making our community a better place—that’s what it means to be a part of Midland County and that’s what it means to Live United. 

The Dow Chemical Company’s commitment to giving back demonstrates that when you combine the spirit of the Human Element with the mindset of Live United, incredible things happen in our community. 


